Ayesha Singh, Flag (Torn), 2020, metal, 61 x 91.4 cm / 24 x 36 inches

Ayesha Singh, Flag (Warped), 2020, metal and digital print on silk, 61 x 91.4 cm / 24 x 36 inches

Ayesha Singh, Flag (Wrapped), 2020, metal and digital print on cotton, 61 x 91.4 cm / 24 x 36 inches (flag), 50.8 x 576.6 cm / 20 x 227 inches (fabric column)

Ayesha Singh, Hybrid Drawing, 2018, wrought iron, 274.3 x 213.4 cm x 30.5 cm / 108 x 84 x 12 inches, installation at Madhavendra Palace / Nahargarh Fort, Jaipur

Ayesha Singh, Hybrid Drawing, 2018, wrought iron, 274.3 x 175.3 x 30.5 cm / 108 x 69 x 12 inches, installation at Madhavendra Palace / Nahargarh Fort, Jaipur

bio
Ayesha Singh employs the visual vocabulary of familiar symbols and

architectural elements to reflect on the shifts that have continuously shaped
the Indian nation. In ‘Flag (Warped)’, the pillars of the Parliament House
in New Delhi are recognisable. Its familiarity, however, is disrupted by the
provisional scaffolding that sits precariously below. The Parliament House
— a tribute to the European classical forms of architecture — was designed
by Edward Lutyens and Herbert Baker during the British Raj to increase the
participation of Indians in the government. Singh investigates the system
of political power embodied in architecture during a time when the building
undergoes redevelopment, shedding light on the history of construction,
reconstruction and destruction.
‘Flag (Wrapped)’ references the Rashtrapati Bhavan, originally built as
the residence for the Viceroy of India, now the President’s Secretariat. The
length of the printed fabric column, loosely draped around the metal flag,
alludes to the 227 columns of the building. A vertical element in the form of
a rounded shaft with a capital and base, the generic function of the column
as providing support is here transformed into a free-flowing fabric, thus
defying static weight and monumentality.

Ayesha Singh completed her MFA in Sculpture at the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago and received her BFA from the Slade School of Fine Art, London.
She has exhibited in solo and group shows worldwide, including The Sculpture
Park, Nahargarh Fort, Jaipur (2018-20); Museum of Sichuan Fine Arts Institute,
Chongqing (2018); Yorkshire Sculpture Park (2017); Hyde Park Art Centre, Chicago
(2017); Casa de Dona Gisele, Curitiba (2015); and University of Cambridge,
Cambridge (2014). Singh was recently conferred the Emerging Artist of the Year
Award from India Today (2020) and has also received the Ellies Creator Award from
Oolite Arts (former Art Centre/South Florida) (2018-19); the Civil Society Institute
Fellowship at Vermont Studio Centre (2018); and the Science & Culture Initiative
Grant from the University of Chicago and the School of the Art Institute of Chicago
(2017-18). Her work is part of public collections, including the Yorkshire Sculpture
Park and The Partition Museum, Amritsar.
Singh is also the co-founder of Art Chain India, an initiative that aims to assist and
encourage the development of community through peer support in the visual arts.

In the series ‘Hybrid Drawings’, Singh deploys spare lines to trace architectural
forms, patterns and motifs in-situ. Black metal armatures are positioned
in the royal apartments of the Madhavendra Palace at Nahargarh Fort in
Jaipur — a majestic monument primarily built for defence purposes in the
18th century — presently serving as the first public Sculpture Park in India.
Singh draws on elements of the architectural and ornamental hybridity of the
Palace, confronting traditional Mughal architecture with minimalist structures
that enlarge its features and shapes. Inviting the viewer to move around and
through the simplified structures to negotiate space, the complex encounter
with the shifting role of architecture evokes the memory of built form.
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