Lionel Wendt, Untitled (Threequarter Figure | Torso), c. 1934-38, gelatin silver print, 36.9 x 22.5 cm / 14.5 x 8.8 inches

Lionel Wendt, Beauty, Midnight, Vision Dies, c.1938-39, gelatin silver print, photo montage, 30.4 x 38 cm / 11.9 x 14.9 inches

Lionel Wendt, Untitled (Suramba Drumming), c. 1935, gelatin silver print, 12.5 x 17.5 cm / 4.9 x 6.8 inches

bio
Lionel Wendt (born 1900 in Colombo; lived and worked in Colombo until
his death in 1944). After studying law at the Inner Temple and music at the
Royal Academy, London, Wendt returned to the city of his birth at the age
of 24. It was in photography that he found an ideal vehicle for expression.
From approximately 1933 onwards, he started to print his photographs in
his own darkroom and soon showed himself to be a master. In 1934, he
co-founded the Photographic Society of Ceylon and started running
Chitrafoto, the photographic studio of the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon.

Wendt’s work is included in numerous renowned collections, including: Kiran Nadar
Museum of Art, New Delhi; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Minneapolis
Institute of Art, Minneapolis; National Gallery of Canada, Ottowa; Sharjah Art
Foundation, Sharjah; Tate, London; The National Gallery of Australia, Canberra;
Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam. His work has been shown internationally, including,
most recently: Tate Britain, London (2020); São Paulo Museum of Art, São Paulo
(2017); Huis Marseille, Amsterdam (2017); Documenta 14, Athens (2017); Dhaka
Art Summit, Dhaka (2016); 10th Gwangju Biennale, Gwangju (2014).

Wendt played a significant role in the cultivation of the cultural scene in
Ceylon. A patron of the arts, he was a founder member of the influential
‘43 Group, an artistic collective in opposition to mainstream colonial and
academic aesthetics. Following Wendt’s early death his work sank into
oblivion. His negatives were destroyed. Over time, the hundreds of prints
that comprise his legacy have come into the possession of collectors,
foundations and museums.
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